
New Stories from the Mabinogion
White Ravens by Owen Sheers

ISBN 978 1 85411 503 4 I Price £7.99 I Publication 27th October 2009

‘Hauntingly imaginative’ Dannie Abse
‘spellbinding’ The Financial Times

An exciting new series of contemporary novels from leading authors, reworking the Welsh medieval
myth cycle, the Mabinogion launches with Owen Sheers's White Ravens and Russell Celyn Jones's
The Ninth Wave; novels from Niall Griffiths and Gwyneth Lewis will follow in October 2010.

The Mabinogion contains eleven stories taken from two 14th century manuscripts collating a much
earlier oral tradition. Widely influential in European and World literature, and giving rise to the lit-
erary figures of Arthur and Merlin, they were first translated into English in the 19th century by Lady
Charlotte Guest. They are magical stories of giants and kings of the underworld, enchantment and
shape-shifting, conflict, peacetime, fidelity, love and betrayal.

White Ravens is a modern reinvention of one of the most well known of all the tales, ‘Branwen,
Daughter of Llyr’. It is the story of Bendigeidfran, the giant king of Britain, his sister Branwen and her
marriage to the King of Ireland, and the war that ensues as news of her mistreatment reaches
Bendigeidfran and his army. 

Owen Sheers brings this bloodthirsty tale of family tension and power struggles into the twenty-first
century, interweaving its magical elements with the devastating effects of foot and mouth, illegal
sheep slaughtering and a Churchillian raven hunt to keep the tower of London fully stocked.

Owen Sheers’s debut poetry collection, The Blue Book (Seren), was shortlisted for the Forward Prize
Best First Collection and Wales Book of the Year. His second collection, Skirrid Hill (Seren), won a
Somerset Maugham Award. His debut prose work The Dust Diaries (Faber) was shortlisted for the
Ondaatje Prize and won Wales Book of the Year in 2005. His first novel, Resistance (Faber), was
shortlisted for the Writers Guild Best Book Award and has been translated into nine languages. He
recently wrote and presented A Poet’s Guide to Britain, a series of six half hour programmes for
BBC4. The accompanying book is published by Penguin.

Praise for White Ravens

“Via the sheep-farming landscapes of today's Wales and the Blitz-hit London of the 1940s, his novel-
la dwells on “the cyclical nature of atrocity” in swift prose that slips between its periods and levels
with gravity and grace.”
The Independent

“a gripping tale of the unexpected that fuses Welsh myth and modern macabre into a superb,
bewitching whole”
The Sunday Times
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