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‘a brilliantly-imagined vision of the near future,one of his finest achievements’ Jonathan Coe

An exciting new series of contemporary novels from leading authors, reworking the Welsh medieval
myth cycle, the Mabinogion launches with Russell Celyn Jones's The Ninth Wave and Owen
Sheers's White Ravens; novels from Niall Griffiths and Gwyneth Lewis will follow in October 2010.

The Mabinogion contains eleven stories taken from two 14th century manuscripts collating a much
earlier oral tradition. Widely influential in European and World literature, and giving rise to the lit-
erary figures of Arthur and Merlin, they were first translated into English in the 19th century by Lady
Charlotte Guest. They are magical stories of giants and kings of the underworld, enchantment and
shape-shifting, conflict, peacetime, fidelity, love and betrayal.

The Ninth Wave is an arresting retelling of the story 'Pwyll, Lord of Dyfed', in which a young Lord
spends a year in the Otherworld, before returning to fall in love with the beautiful Rhiannon, and out-
witting her betrothed to marry her. When their baby son goes missing, Rhiannon is unfairly punished
before he is returned to them as a young boy by a kindly farming couple who had found him as a baby.

Breathing new life into this ancient story, Pwyll rules in a land where religious wars, global plagues
and a shortage of oil have engendered a medieval future of feudalism and horse power.  Russell Celyn
Jones swaps the magical for the psychological, the courtly for the post-feminist and goes back to
Swansea bay to complete some unfinished business.

Russell Celyn Jones is the author of six novels: Ten Seconds from the Sun, Surface Tension, The Eros
Hunter, An Interference of Light, Small Times and Soldiers and Innocents. He has won the David
Higham Prize, the Society of Authors Award and the 2008 Weishanhu Award (for Best Foreign Novel
in China). He regularly reviews for several national newspapers and is Professor of Creative Writing
at Birkbeck College, University of London.

Praise for The Ninth Wave

“It is hard to take on the giants of the past without being felled by them, but Celyn Jones and Sheers
have done justice to the Mabinogion, and to themselves.”
The Times

“…a tense and evocative piece of work that maintains the fine tradition of Welsh myth-
making.”
Big Issue
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