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Inroads showcases a startling new talent. Carolyn Jess-Cooke has a sophisticated poetic
intelligence as well as a great sense of fun. Whether describing motherhood, an interaction
between Aeneas and Dido through the modern channels of YouTube and Facebook or bring-
ing chilling childhood memories to life, verbal fluency and dexterity are employed to offer us
poems that are multi-faceted and often paradoxical. 

This debut poetry collection precedes the writer's highly anticipated first novel, The
Guardian Angel's Journal, which, after a fierce bidding war, was snapped up by Little,Brown
and is due to be published in 2011. Rights for the book have been sold worldwide. 

Jess-Cooke received an Eric Gregory Award and the Tyrone Guthrie Prize for Poetry in 2005,
a major Arts Council of England Award in 2006, and a Northern Promise Award for Poetry
in 2008. Her poems have appeared widely in magazines, handbags, T-shirts, a glass sculp-
ture, on a perimeter wall for a housing development in Durham, and on a 700m steel
floorscape in Middlesbrough. 

Inroads will be launched at Gallery North, Newcastle Upon Tyne on 11th March, 6pm. 

Praise for Inroads

“Inroads feels refreshingly transatlantic. Here is a poet unafraid of crossing boundaries,
capable of being simultaneously playful and serious.” Luke Kennard

Notes for editors

Carolyn Jess-Cooke was born in Belfast in 1978. She has a BA in English and Classical
Studies, an MA in Writing from Belfast University and wrote her PhD thesis on Cinematic
Shakespeare. Previously a piano tutor, photographer, and film academic, she is currently
Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at Northumbria University. 

For more information please contact Tori Kirwan-Taylor at Seren torikt@seren-books.com/
01656 663018


